CHAPTER II

CONFLICTS OF CULTURES
1,   Mahatma Gandhi on East and West

"Of myself/' said Mahatma Gandhi ''whilst I have
freely acknowledged my debt to Western culture. I can say
that whatever service I have been able to render to the
nation has been due entirely to the retention by ir.e of the
Eastern culture to the extent ;t was possible . . . It :> diffi-
cult to estimate the loss of energy caused to the nation by
her children being obliged to resist the encroachments of a
culture which, however good in itself, was unsuited for
them whilst they had not imbibed and become rooted in
their own": "We have not been able to estimate foreign
culture at its proper value. How can :we expect to rise
with borrowed culture;'*1 "The pandemonium that is going
on in Europe shows that modern civilization represents
forces of evil and darkness, whereas the ancient, L e. Indian
civilization, represents in its essence the divine force.
Modem civilization is chiefly rnareralistic s? ours is chiefly
spiritual/*" After thus describing the contrasts and con-
flicts between the two civilizations, Mahatma Gandhi said :
"I have been a determined opponent of modern civiliza-
tion/' He advised Indians to "think twice" before "emu-
lating that civilization in our motherland/" "But I have
been told 4How can we help it seeing that our rulers bring
that culture to our motherland/ Do not make any mistake
about it at all I do not for one moment believe that it is for
any rulers to bring that culture to you unless you are pre-
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